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Karel Czanderna is an active director of public and private 

companies.  She believes in collaborating with other board 

members to protect and grow shareholder value, ensure that 

governance structure promotes strategic alignment, 

organizational capabilities, and emphasizes enterprise risk, 

fiduciary duties, ethics and compliance. She leads with vision and 

thrives in industries being disrupted by digital technology 

transitions and global threats. Her natural curiosity and intellectual 

rigor unite with the voice of the customer to drive innovation and 

growth.  

Karel is a director of BlueLinx Corporation, a $3.2B publicly-traded building & industrial products 

distributor where she serves on the Audit and Compensation committees. As CEO of Flexsteel 

Industries, Inc., (NASDAQ:FLXS) a $500M top-six U.S. furniture manufacturer for residential, 

office, hospitality, vehicle and healthcare markets, she served on the board and partnered with 

the Chair to realize strategy, ensure governance and enhance board performance. She was Co-

Chair of the Board for A&E Factory Service, a $2B national repair service for branded appliances, 

power tools, and lawn/garden equipment. 

She is an exceptional business leader whose professional career has included serving as CEO and 

Director of Flexsteel where she grew revenue from $352M to $500M; and Group President, 

Owens Corning Building Materials, where she doubled profitability of a $3.3B global portfolio.  As 

Vice President of Whirlpool’s $1.8B Global KitchenAid and Jenn-Air businesses, she executed the 

largest simultaneous all-kitchen-products launch in history and was instrumental in the 

successful integration of Maytag.  As Vice President and General Manager of Eastman Kodak, she 

acquired and integrated a $100M publicly-traded inkjet competitor to increase revenue 400%. 

Karel earned a BS in Physics and Humanities from Clarkson University and a PhD in Materials 

Science and Engineering from Cornell University where she was honored with the Distinguished 

Alumni Award, MS&E, and named to both the President’s Council of Cornell Women and the 

Engineering Advisory Council. She also attended the Harvard Business School Executive 

Management Program, and the Director’s Consortium sponsored by Stanford University and the 

University of Chicago. She has been profiled in the Diversity Journal among “Women Worth 

Watching”; and “20 to Watch for 2018” by Furniture Today.  


